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patricia d. cafferata has 
served in the Nevada Assembly, 
as Nevada state treasurer, and as 
district attorney of Lincoln, Lander, 
and Esmeralda Counties. She is co-
author with her mother of Barbara 
F. Vucanovich: From Nevada to Con-
gress, and Back Again. A lifelong 
resident of Reno, her columns on 
local history have been collected in 
three volumes of Tales of the Biggest 
Little City in the World.

The joy of the holiday season in the Silver State

Christmas in Nevada

patricia  d.  cafferata

u n i v e r s i t y  o f  n e v a d a  p r e s s   |   3

“Every family has stories about celebrating together and the special place holidays hold in our 
hearts. In her latest book, Patty Cafferata reminds us of the unique Christmas and holiday 
traditions of the Nevada family. Her interviews with Nevadans from all corners of the Silver 
State have provided a glimpse into the shared history we are examining during Nevada’s Ses-
quicentennial Year. From the lighthearted to the heartwarming, these stories remind us what 
it means to be a Nevadan.”				           —Governor Brian Sandoval

The delightful and touching stories in Christmas in Nevada tell how Nevadans have 
celebrated the holiday, from 1858 to the present day. Some are told by well-known 
Nevadans, such as Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain), Robert Laxalt, and former gover-
nors Bob List and Richard Bryan, but much more of the book shows ordinary Neva-
dans celebrating in diverse ways the wonders of the season. The range of the state’s 
ethnic and immigrant heritage is showcased by stories of Basque, Mexican Ameri-
can, Native American, and African American celebrations, along with traditions of 
Italian, German, Danish, and Serbian origin. Some of the more unusual accounts 
include the story of three miners trapped underground for forty-five days during the 
Christmas season, Tonopah’s “Nevergreen” tree, and Reno’s Santa Pub Crawl with 
thousands of costumed revelers. Through extensive research and personal inter-
views, Patricia D. Cafferata has created a heartwarming collection of stories, guar-
anteed to be treasured. Whether Santa arrives on a sleigh in a mining camp in Silver 
Peak, Esmeralda County, or a zip line down Fremont Street, Las Vegas, Christmas in 
Nevada brings warm memories, excitement, and good cheer.

•	 Includes a story from each of the state’s seventeen counties

•	 Illustrated with 57 photographs, many previously unpublished
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“Moehring is one of the leading scholars of Nevada history and of urban history. In this book, 
he combines those two areas in a unique way that only he can. Reno, Las Vegas, and the Strip is 
one of a kind. It is incredibly readable and anyone interested in Nevada will find this a highly 
interesting work.”			   —Michael W. Bowers, author of The Sagebrush State: 

Nevada’s History, Government, and Politics

Eugene P. Moehring analyzes the development of Reno and Las Vegas since 1945 with 
special emphasis on the years after 1970. Major factors that shaped the development 
of both cities were the growth of corporate gaming and megaresorts and increased 
personal leisure and affluence. Moehring provides an engaging, informative, and 
readable history of the divergent paths that Reno and Las Vegas took over the past 
forty years. Reno, the nation’s gambling mecca in the 1950s, led the way, developing 
the successful tourist economy that Las Vegas later embraced. Through the 1970s 
the two cities resembled each other greatly, but Las Vegas grew to achieve global 
significance, while Reno slowly declined, searching for new industries to power its 
future. Moehring shows that the development of the Las Vegas Strip was crucial to 
southern Nevada’s success. The casinos, hotels, and entertainments of the Strip, and 
the workers they supported, formed a new urban center ringed by offices, residences, 
shopping, and a major university. In effect, it became a third metropolis, governed 
by county commissioners, larger than Reno and Las Vegas combined.

Moehring brings the story of the three cities to the present day, examining lessons 
learned from the Great Recession and the efforts under way in all three metropoli-
tan areas to diversify their economies. Moehring makes an important contribution 
with the only current study of Nevada’s cities, focusing on urban development issues 
rather than social history or the gaming industry. As the service economy continues 
to grow, not only in Nevada but throughout the United States, Moehring’s work has 
many implications for urban studies and particularly the study of urban develop-
ment in other metropolitan areas.
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wilbur s .  shepperson series  in 
nevada history

eugene p. moehring,  a native 
of Brooklyn, is professor of history 
at the University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas. He is the author of Resort 
City in the Sunbelt: Las Vegas, 1930– 
2000 and Urbanism and Empire in 
the Far West, 1840–1890 and co-
author of Las Vegas: A Centennial 
History, among other works.

    u r b a n  s t u d i e s  /  n e v a d a  h i s t o r y

Three metropolitan areas on divergent paths

Reno, Las Vegas, and the Strip
 A Tale of Three Cities

eugene p.  moehring

Eugene P. Moehring

a  t a l e  o f  t h r e e  c i t i e s
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“This book takes us back to the early years of Virginia City and the Comstock Lode, and up to 
the present, with a wealth of information and with the same loving care [James and James] 
have given to so much of the Virginia City history they have helped to preserve.”

—Michael S. Green, coauthor of Las Vegas: A Centennial History

Founded in 1859, Virginia City quickly became world famous for its extraordinary 
prosperity. Over the next two decades, the mines of “the Richest City on Earth” 
yielded millions in gold and silver. The newly wealthy built mansions and churches, 
opera houses and schools, with furniture, fashions, and entertainment imported 
from Europe and the Far East. Here young Samuel Clemens, reporting for the Ter-
ritorial Enterprise in 1863, first called himself Mark Twain. At its height Virginia City 
was a magnet for immigrants and the world leader in technological innovations in 
mining.

The city’s story did not end when the Comstock Lode played out. Beginning in 
the 1930s, bohemian artists, literati, and tourists were intrigued by this remnant of 
the Old West. The leader of Manhattan’s café society, Lucius Beebe, moved here and 
relaunched the Territorial Enterprise in 1950. Television’s most popular western from 
1959 to 1973, Bonanza, located its fictional Ponderosa Ranch nearby. In the summer 
of 1965, a handful of Bay Area musicians, including Big Brother and the Holding 
Company, performed at the Red Dog Saloon and launched psychedelic rock, part 
of the inspiration for a defining decade of youth culture. Today it is both a National 
Historic Landmark District and a living community. Visitors come to enjoy its 
saloons and restaurants, admire its architecture, and learn from its museums and 
exhibits. A Short History of Virginia City will enhance their experience and will also 
be enjoyed by anyone interested in the history of Nevada, mining, and the Old West.

•	 Includes an illustrated walking tour describing more than thirty buildings and sites
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ronald m. james’s  previous 
publications include The Roar and 
the Silence: A History of Virginia 
City and the Comstock Lode. He is 
the executive director of the Com-
stock Foundation for History and 
Culture and served as state his- 
toric preservation officer for three 
decades. Author and historian  
susan a. james  has been the 
scholar in residence for Virginia 
City’s Fourth Ward School Museum 
since 2002. They live in Carson City.

    n e v a d a  h i s t o r y  /  t r a v e l 

The fascinating story of Nevada’s most historic city

A Short History of Virginia City

ronald m.  james and susan a.  james
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“A wonderful and highly readable addition to the Las Vegas literature, and a significant contri-
bution to our understanding of women, gaming, and corporate power.”

—Susan Chandler, coauthor of Casino Women: Courage in Unexpected Places

“A valuable and significant contribution to scholarship on women’s work in postwar America. 
Goodwin’s analysis draws out the complexity of these women’s lived experiences.”

—Elizabeth Jameson,  author of All That Glitters: 
Class, Conflict, and Community in Cripple Creek

The growth of Las Vegas that began in the 1940s brought an influx of both women 
and men looking to work in the expanding hotel and casino industries. In fact, for 
the next fifty years the proportion of women in the labor force was greater in Las 
Vegas than the United States as a whole. Joanne L. Goodwin’s study captures the 
shifting boundaries of women’s employment in the postwar decades with narratives 
drawn from the Las Vegas Women Oral History Project. It counters clichéd pictures 
of women at work in the famed resort city as it explores women’s real strategies for 
economic survival and success.

Their experiences anticipated major trends in post–World War II labor history: 
the national migration of workers during and after the war, the growing proportion 
of women in the labor force, balancing work with family life, the unionization of 
service workers, and, above all, the desegregation of the labor force by sex and race. 
These narratives show women in Las Vegas resisting preassigned roles, seeing their 
work as a testimony of skill, a measure of independence, and a fulfillment of needs. 
Overall, these stories of women who lived and worked in Las Vegas in the last half 
of the twentieth century reveal much about the broader transitions for women in 
America between 1940 and 1990.
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Breaking free of assigned gender roles in the workplace

Changing the Game
Women at Work in Las Vegas, 1940–1990

joanne l .  goodwin

joanne l.  goodwin  is professor of 
history and director of the Women’s 
Research Institute of Nevada at the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 
where she was instrumental in devel-
oping the Nevada Women’s Archive 
at Lied Library and the Las Vegas 
Women Oral History Project.
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“Arrigo’s Imaging Hoover Dam makes an important contribution to the field of visual rhetoric. 
The author’s arguments are clear and insightful. Both scholars and general readers in Ameri-
can cultural studies will enjoy this fascinating account of the making of a major icon of indus-
trial modernism.”			         —Carole Blair, professor, communication studies, 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

The mighty Hoover Dam, starting as a dream of land developers and farmers, 
became the most ambitious civil engineering project of the Great Depression. This 
landmark in the middle of the Mojave Desert, holding back the largest man-made 
lake in America, also became, like Mount Rushmore or the Empire State Building, 
a visual and cultural icon. The power and meanings of this icon came not through 
a single image but via myriad visual representations, in government propaganda, 
advertising, journalism, and art. Even before it was built, these images were used to 
shape the public’s perception of the project and frame the dam as the linchpin to an 
expanding American economic empire in the desert Southwest.

Anthony F. Arrigo has researched a wide array of primary sources and archival 
materials to trace the project from its earliest representations in illustrations to the 
documentary photography of its construction and later depictions of the structure 
in commercial promotions, fine art photography, and paintings. Analyzing Hoover 
Dam through the trajectory of imagery across several decades, rather than the nar-
rative of its construction, illuminates the underlying cultural and ecological impera-
tives in the drive to build it, including the influence of religious doctrine and the 
American agrarian movement. Arrigo also discusses various portrayals of laborers, 
women, minority groups, nature, and technology in this imagery. In time, the visual 
icon of power and domination was commercialized to sell cars, vacations, and more.

Imaging Hoover Dam is an important work in both visual rhetoric and media 
studies. It will also intrigue readers interested in such varied topics as the history of 
the American Southwest, the Great Depression and the New Deal, social and envi-
ronmental issues, and American popular culture.
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anthony f. arrigo  is assistant 
professor of English at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, Dartmouth, 
where he specializes in visual com-
munication, rhetorical theory, and 
cultural studies.
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A symbol of American power, crafted by innumerable representations

Imaging Hoover Dam
The Making of a Cultural Icon

anthony f.  arrigo
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terry huffman  is professor of 
education at George Fox University, 
Newberg, Oregon, and author of 
several books, including Theoreti-
cal Perspectives on American Indian 
Education: A New Look at Educa-
tional Success and the Achievement 
Gap.

“Huffman’s interviews and comprehensive review of the literature on Indian education high-
light the effects of pervasive poverty on Indian students.”			        —Choice

“To my knowledge, no one has tackled this subject to the depth that Huffman has done. I 
consider this book an immense contribution to the sociology of education and to American 
Indian studies.”			       —MaryJo Benton Lee, author of Ethnicity Matters: 

Rethinking How Black, Hispanic, and Indian Students Prepare for and Succeed in College

The role of Native American teachers and administrators working in reservation 
schools has received very little attention, although their work is critical to preparing 
their students for the future. Utilizing numerous interviews and extensive fieldwork, 
Terry Huffman shows how they define their roles and evaluate their performance. 
He examines how they address the complex issues of Native cultural identity that 
affect their students and themselves and how they cope with the pressures of teach-
ing disadvantaged students while meeting the requirements for reservation schools, 
including the No Child Left Behind Act.

Personal accounts, including candid comments about their choice of profession 
and the sometimes harsh realities of reservation life, offer unique insights into the 
frustrations and rewards of providing a viable education for Native American stu-
dents. American Indian Educators in Reservation Schools demonstrates that these 
teachers and administrators meet daunting challenges with persistent optimism. 
Huffman’s study will help educators in other communities whose students are navi-
gating a difficult path out of poverty and discrimination toward a better future.

    e d u c a t i o n  /  n a t i v e  a m e r i c a n  s t u d i e s 

n e w  i n  p a p e r b a c k

An important study of the work of Native American teachers 
in reservation communities

American Indian Educators 
in Reservation Schools

terry huffman 
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“This will be required reading for scholars doing research on water in the West, and belongs in 
any serious research library.”		  —Zachary A. Smith, author of What Is Water Worth: 

Overlooked Non-economic Value in Water Resources

“Anyone interested in the future of western rivers should read this book.”
—Daniel McCool, author of Native Waters: 

Contemporary Indian Water Settlements and the Second Treaty Era

In northwestern Nevada, the waters of the Truckee, Carson, and Walker river sys-
tems are fought over by competing interests: agriculture, industry, Native Americans 
and newer residents, and environmentalists. Much of the conflict was caused by the 
Newlands Project, completed in 1915, the earliest federal water reclamation scheme. 
Diverting these waters destroyed vital wetlands, polluted groundwater, nearly anni-
hilated the cui-ui and the Lahontan cutthroat trout, and threatened the existence of 
Pyramid Lake. Water Politics in Northern Nevada examines the Newlands Project, 
its unintended consequences, and decades of litigation over the abatement of these 
problems and fair allocation of water. Negotiations and federal legislation brought 
about the Truckee River Operating Agreement in 2008. This revised edition brings 
the reader up to date on the implementation of the agreement, including ongoing 
efforts to preserve and enhance Pyramid Lake. The second edition now also includes 
a discussion of the Walker River basin, following a major project undertaken to 
address concerns about the health and viability of Walker Lake. The approaches 
taken to save these two desert treasures, Pyramid Lake and Walker Lake, are offered 
as models for resolving similar water-resource conflicts in the West. Leah J. Wilds’s 
study is crucial reading for students and scholars of water politics and environmen-
tal issues, not just in Nevada but throughout the western United States.

leah j.  wilds is associate profes-
sor of political science at the Univer-
sity of Nevada, Reno.

   e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t u d i e s  /  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  /  n e v a d a 
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The challenges of sharing a scarce resource

Water Politics in Northern Nevada
A Century of Struggle

s e c o n d  e d i t i o n

leah j .  wilds
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edward j.  behrend-martinez 
is associate professor of history at 
Appalachian State University.

“This book is surprisingly sexy, while at the same time maintaining a dignified and tasteful 
level of discourse. The author is scholarly, measured, and trustworthy.”	

—Stanley H. Brandes, author of Skulls to the Living, Bread for the Dead: 
Celebrations of Death in Mexico and Beyond

The Catholic Church of early modern Europe intended the sacrament of matrimony 
to represent a lifelong commitment, and it allowed few grounds for the dissolution 
of an unhappy marriage. One was nonconsummation owing to the sexual impotency 
of one of the partners. Even then, an annulment was granted only after a church 
court had conducted a lengthy investigation of the case, soliciting testimony from 
numerous witnesses as well as from the aggrieved couple, and had subjected the 
allegedly impotent spouse (and sometimes both spouses) to an intimate physical 
examination.

Edward J. Behrend-Martinez has studied the transcripts of eighty-three impo-
tency trials conducted by the ecclesiastical court of Calahorra (La Rioja), a Span-
ish diocese with urban and rural parishes, both Basque and Castilian. From these 
records, he draws a detailed, fascinating portrait of private life and public sexual-
ity. These trials were far more than a salacious inquiry into the intimate details of 
other people’s lives. The church valued marital sex as a cornerstone of stable society, 
intended not only for procreation but also for maintaining domestic harmony. Every 
couple’s sex life, however private in practice or intention, was a matter of public and 
ecclesiastical concern. Unfit for Marriage offers vivid accounts of marital sex and the 
role that property, gender, and personal preference played in marriage in early mod-
ern Europe. It is essential reading for anyone interested in social history, sexuality, 
gender studies, canon law, legal history, and the history of divorce in western Europe.

    e u r o p e a n  h i s t o r y  /  b a s q u e  s t u d i e s 

n e w  i n  p a p e r b a c k

Private lives exposed in early modern Spain

Unfit for Marriage
Impotent Spouses on Trial in the Basque Region of Spain, 1650–1750

edward j .  behrend-martinez

UNF I T F OR MARR IAGE

IMPOTENT SPOUSES ON TRIAL

IN THE BASQUE REGION OF SPAIN

1 6 5 0 – 1 7 5 0

I n early modern Europe the sacrament of mat-

rimony represented a life-long commitment, 

and the Catholic Church accepted few grounds 

for the dissolution of an unhappy marriage. One of 

these was an unconsummated union owing to the 

sexual impotency of one of the partners. Even then, 

an annulment was granted only after a Church court 

had conducted a lengthy investigation of the case. 

Testimony was solicited from numerous witnesses as 

well as from the aggrieved couple, and the court sub-

jected the allegedly impotent spouse (and sometimes 

both spouses) to an intimate physical examination.

Historian Edward J. Behrend-Martínez  stud-

ied the transcripts of eighty-three impotency trials 

conducted by the ecclesiastical court of the Spanish 

diocese of Calahorra (La Rioja), an area incorporating 

both Basque and Castilian populations and includ-

ing town and rural parishes. From these records, he 

has produced a revealing portrait of private life and 

public sexuality in these early years of the modern 

era. The foundation of these trials, he demonstrates, 

represented far more than a salacious inquiry into the 

intimate details of other people’s lives. Marital sex dur-

ing this period was valued by both Church and the lay 

community as a cornerstone of stable society, intended 

not only for procreation but for maintaining domestic 

harmony. For these reasons, every couple’s sex life, 

however private in practice or intention, was a matter 

of public and ecclesiastical concern.

The transcripts provide insights into the dynamics 

of daily marital life and the role that property, gender, 

and personal preference played in marriage. They also 

reveal information about medical knowledge at the 

time and about contemporary understanding of the 

physiology and psychology of sex. Unfit for Marriage is 
the first study in English to address the proceedings of 

a Spanish ecclesiastical court and is a vivid portrait of 

marriage and marital sex in early modern Europe.  

Edward J. Behrend-Martínez is assistant professor 

of history at Appalachian State University. He has 

published several articles on the social history of  

early modern Spain. This is his first book.

Jacket illustrations: “Impotency in Marriage,” Flemish, ca 1290. 
Photo No. W133 f.277 detail. The Walters Art Museum, Baltimore. 
Background circle pattern © iStockphoto.com/Nick Schlax.
Jacket design: Kimberly Glyder Design
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“The book is a very significant contribution to the literature-—historical,  

theological, and anthropological. It helps to overcome the historical preoccupation 

with Inquisition trials by demonstrating the richness of ordinary Church court cases 

and fills an important gap in our knowledge. For an early modern European history, 

the book is surprisingly sexy, while at the same time maintaining a dignified and 

tasteful level of discourse. The author is scholarly, measured, and trustworthy.”

—Stanley H. Brandes, professor and chair of 
Department of Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley

 

“This book will last many generations as a pioneering 

work in both research and methodology.”

—Helen Nader, professor of history, University of Arizona

From Unfit for Marriage: 
This book is about men—and women—accused by their spouses of being impotent 

in an era and place when such an indictment could dissolve unconsummated mar-

riages. In itself, each impotence trial seems to be a trivial example of recognizable 

sexual and marital problems. There are the tales of a pathetic nobleman who could 

not “get it up,” a wife wanting to escape a marriage she never agreed to, and a young 

man who accused himself of impotence in order to desert his pregnant wife and flee 

on a ship to Mexico. But impotence trials serve the historian as much more than lurid 

and tragic tales of everyday life. They were deliberate, well-documented events that 

enmeshed several important societal institutions (Church courts, the law, marriage, 

and the practice of medicine) with fundamental aspects of the daily life of early mod-

ern Europeans (sex, reproduction, gender, and property). Each trial involved issues 

that cut to the heart of the way early modern Europeans understood sex, religion, 

community, gender, and marriage.  

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA PRESS

UNF I T F OR  MARR IAGE
PRAISE FOR

EUROPEAN HISTORY / BASQUE HISTORY
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“Clements addresses his question, ‘What happens after the boom,’ with detail and affection. 
The result is an inclusive and informative portrait of two western resource towns that outlived 
their resources.”					           —Journal of Arizona History

“Clements writes with flair and has a penchant for working authentic bits of rustic western 
vernacular into his text.”				        —Journal of American History

“By consciously choosing and carefully researching a subject that has received little attention 
from historians, Clements has made an important contribution to the literature.”

—Utah Historical Quarterly

Focusing on two Arizona towns that had their origins in mining bonanzas, Tomb-
stone and Jerome, Eric L. Clements offers a rare study dissecting the process of bust 
itself—the reasons and manners in which these towns declined as the booms ended. 
Tombstone was the site of one of the great silver strikes of the nineteenth century, a 
boom that started in the late 1870s and was over by 1890. Jerome’s copper deposits 
were mined for much longer, beginning in the 1880s and enduring until the 1950s. 
But when the mining ended, each town faced its demise. However, the bust involved 
more than a quick fall into ghost-town status; the process of decline was more com-
plex than superficial histories have indicated. Clements discusses the role of labor 
unions in trying to stave off collapse, the changing demography of decline, the 
nature and expression of social tensions, the impact on institutions such as churches 
and schools, and the human responses to continued economic depression, including 
numerous strategies to survive and reduce household expenses.

Today, both Tombstone and Jerome have reinvented themselves as twenty-first-
century tourist attractions. Historians and students of the American Southwest 
will value Clements’s work, and travelers will gain a deeper understanding of these 
revived communities.
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An Oral History of the 
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cloth, 978-0-87417-676-6
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$22.95

Death Valley National Park: 
A History
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$39.95s
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Second Edition
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An Archaeological History 
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Touring the Sierra Nevada
Cheryl Angelina Koehler
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A Short History of Carson City
Richard Moreno
paper, 978-0-87417-836-4
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A Short History of Lake Tahoe
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A History Uncovered
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Third Edition
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Velma Johnston and Her Fight 
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cloth, 978-0-87417-873-9
$26.95
paper, 978-0-87417-917-0
e-book, 978-0-87417-893-7
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Wild Nevada: Testimonies on 
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paper, 978-0-87417-613-1
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Edited by Ronald M. James and 
C. Elizabeth Raymond
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Lambert Molinelli
paper, 978-0-87417-069-6
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The Glory Days in Goldfield, 
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Sally Zanjani
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$31.95

The Gold Rush Letters of  
E. Allen Grosh and 
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Edited by Ronald M. James and 
Robert E. Stewart
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e-book, 978-0-87417-892-0

The History of the 
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Grant H. Smith
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$34.95s
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paper, 978-0-87417-786-2
$29.95

Nevada’s Twentieth-Century 
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Goldfield, Ely
Russell R. Elliott
paper, 978-0-87417-133-4
$21.95

A Passion for Gold: 
An Autobiography
Ralph J. Roberts
cloth, 978-0-87417-502-8
$29.95

The Roar and the Silence: 
A History of Virginia City 
and the Comstock Lode
Ronald M. James
paper, 978-0-87417-320-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-417-5
$29.95

Seeing Underground: 
Maps, Models, and Mining 
Engineering in America
Eric C. Nystrom
cloth, 978-0-87417-932-3
e-book, 978-0-87417-933-0
$39.95s

Treasure Hill: Portrait of a 
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paper, 978-0-87417-361-1
$19.95

Tungsten in Peace and War, 
1918–1946
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cloth, 978-0-87417-820-3
$44.95s
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Bodie’s Gold: Tall Tales and True 
History from a California Mining 
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Marguerite Sprague
paper, 978-0-87417-856-2
$21.95
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Ronald H. Limbaugh and Willard 
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cloth, 978-0-87417-546-2
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Nevada’s Comstock Mining District has been the focus of legend 
  since it first burst into international prominence in the late  

1850s, and its principal settlement, Virginia City, endures in the popular 
mind as the West’s quintessential mining camp. The Roar and the Silence 
chronicles the area’s history from its earliest days through the early 
twentieth century, when the lode finally gave out, and up to the present, 
when Virginia City and its environs have found new life as a tourist at-
traction and a community of artists. James’s lively, thoughtful text brings 
the Comstock to life again in all its complexity and boom-and-bust 
excitement. 

praise for The Roar and the Silence

“The definitive volume on the history of the district which briefly made  
Nevada the mining capital of the world.”        —Mining History Journal

“The Roar and the Silence is a superior work, and it is in many ways a 
model for the comprehensive examination of a mining community.”

—Annals of Wyoming: The Wyoming History Journal

ronald m. james is Nevada’s state historic preservation officer. He 
is the co-author of Nevada’s Historic Buildings: A Cultural Legacy and co-
editor of Uncovering Nevada’s Past: A Primary Source History of the Silver 
State (both from University of Nevada Press), among others.

University of Nevada Press

Cover illustration: Sectional views of the Belcher Mine 
(Nevada Historical Society).
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David Alan Charlet
paper, 978-0-87417-265-2
$35.00

Atlas of the Breeding Birds 
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Ted Floyd, Chris S. Elphick, 
Graham Chisholm, Kevin Mack, 
Robert G. Elston, Elisabeth M. 
Ammon, and John D. Boone
cloth, 978-0-87417-695-7
$60.00

Birds of the Great Basin: 
A Natural History
Fred A. Ryser Jr.
paper, 978-0-87417-080-1
$39.95

Birds of the Lahontan Valley: 
A Guide to Nevada’s Wetland 
Oasis
Graham Chisholm and Larry A. 
Neel
paper, 978-0-87417-479-3
$21.95

Cattle in the Cold Desert, 
Expanded Edition
James A. Young and B. Abbott 
Sparks
paper, 978-0-87417-503-5
$24.95x

Cheatgrass: Fire and Forage 
on the Range
James A. Young and Charlie D. 
Clements
cloth, 978-0-87417-765-7
$44.95s

Fishes of the Great Basin: 
A Natural History
William F. Sigler and John W. 
Sigler
paper, 978-0-87417-694-0
$39.95

A Garden of Bristlecones: 
Tales of Change in the 
Great Basin
Michael P. Cohen
paper, 978-0-87417-296-6
$34.95

Geology of the Great Basin
Bill Fiero
paper, 978-0-87417-790-9
$29.95

Honest Horses: Wild Horses 
in the Great Basin
Paula Morin
paper, 978-0-87417-673-5
$24.95

Minerals of Nevada
Stephen B. Castor and Gregory 
C. Ferdock
cloth, 978-0-87417-540-0
$75.00
paper, 978-0-87417-882-1
$45.00

The Mojave Desert: Ecosystem 
Processes and Sustainability
Edited by R. H. Webb, L. F. 
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D. M. Miller
cloth, 978-0-87417-776-3
$65.00s

The Piñon Pine: A Natural and 
Cultural History
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Geology of the  

Great Basin
b i l l  f i e r o

G
eology of the G

reat Basin  
n

eva
d

a
b

ill fier
o

Trim Size:   6 x 8.5 inches

    Panel width:  6 inches
    Spine width:  1-7/16 inch
    Panel depth:  8.5 inches

Colors: 4 process colors C M Y K
  Tan  27 51 70 17

BIRDS OF THE 
GREAT BASIN
A  NAT U R A L  H I S TO RY

Fred A. Ryser, Jr.

B
IR

D
S

 O
F

 T
H

E
 G

R
E

A
T

 B
A

S
IN

Drawings by Jennifer Dewey

n a t u r a l 
h i s t o r y

r y s e r

n e va d a

This book is the most comprehensive ever published on the diverse bird 

life of the Great Basin. In a concise and readable style, Fred Ryser discusses 

the history, physiology, behavior, ecology, and distribution of nearly four 

hundred species, including information on navigation, flight, territorial 

behavior, courtship, nesting, hunting, and migration. Introductory chapters 

examine how birds survive the extremes of the basin environment, how 

they maintain heat and water balance, and other important topics in avian 

biology. Birds of the Great Basin is a standard reference work in American 

ornithology and an important acquisition for anyone interested in western 

birds. 

fred a. ryser  (1920–2011) was a leading scholar of the birds and mam-

mals of the Great Basin. A faculty member at the University of Nevada, 

Reno, for more than three decades, he was awarded emeritus status upon 

his retirement in 1982 and inducted into the University of Nevada, Reno 

Honor Court. 

9 0 0 0 0

9 780874 170801

ISBN 978-0-87417-080-1

university of  nevada press

cover illustrations:   Front cover, Golden Eagle. Back cover, Tail feathers 
of female American Kestrel. Photographs by Stephen Trimble
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The American West: 
The Invention of a Myth
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paper, 978-0-87417-369-7
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cloth, 978-0-87417-542-4
$24.95

Class and Gender Politics in 
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John C. Putman
cloth, 978-0-87417-736-7
$39.95
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cloth, 978-0-87417-813-5
$39.95s
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paper, 978-0-87417-096-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-898-2
$34.95

Mapping and Imagination 
in the Great Basin: 
A Cartographic History
Richard V. Francaviglia
cloth, 978-0-87417-609-4
$44.95s
paper, 978-0-87417-617-9
$24.95

Marching Students: 
Chicana and Chicano 
Activism in Education,
 1968 to the Present
Edited by Margarita Berta-Ávila, 
Anita Tijerina Revilla, and Julie 
López Figueroa
paper, 978-0-87417-841-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-861-6
$34.95s

Married to a Daughter of 
the Land: Spanish-Mexican 
Women and Interethnic Mar-
riage in California, 1820–1880
María Raquél Casas
cloth, 978-0-87417-697-1
$34.95s
paper, 978-0-87417-778-7
e-book, 978-0-87417-714-5
$24.95x

The Opium Debate and 
Chinese Exclusion Laws in 
the Nineteenth-Century 
American West
Diana L. Ahmad
paper, 978-0-87417-844-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-712-1
$21.95s

The Overland Journey from 
Utah to California: Wagon 
Travel from the City of Saints 
to the City of Angels
Edward Leo Lyman
cloth, 978-0-87417-501-1
$39.95
paper, 978-0-87417-752-7
$24.95
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The Nature Way 
Corbin Harney, as told to and 
edited by Alex Purbrick
paper, 978-0-87417-788-6
e-book, 978-0-87417-804-3
$18.95

Sand in a Whirlwind: The 
Paiute Indian War of 1860, 
Thirtieth Anniversary Edition
Ferol Egan
paper, 978-0-87417-097-9
$21.95

Survival Arts of the Primitive 
Paiutes
Margaret M. Wheat
paper, 978-0-87417-048-1
$24.95

Weavers of Tradition and 
Beauty: Basketmakers of 
the Great Basin
Text by Mary Lee Fulkerson
Photographs by Kathleen Curtis
paper, 978-0-87417-260-7
$19.95

Women of the Apache Nation: 
Voices of Truth
H. Henrietta Stockel
paper, 978-0-87417-221-8
$19.95 

Race and Homicide in 
Nineteenth-Century California
Clare V. McKanna Jr.
cloth, 978-0-87417-515-8
$29.95
paper, 978-0-87417-728-2
$17.95x

Rough-Water Man: 
Elwyn Blake’s Colorado 
River Expeditions
Richard E. Westwood
paper, 978-0-87417-914-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-419-9
$24.95

Western Places, American 
Myths: How We Think About 
the West
Edited by Gary J. Hausladen
paper, 978-0-87417-662-9
$24.95x

Writing Western History: 
Essays on Major Western 
Historians
Edited by Richard W. Etulain
paper, 978-0-87417-517-2
$24.95x

The Yuma Reclamation Project: 
Irrigation, Indian Allotment, 
and Settlement Along the 
Lower Colorado River
Robert A. Sauder
cloth, 978-0-87417-783-1
$44.95s

native  american 
studies
 
As Long as the River Shall Run: 
An Ethnohistory of Pyramid 
Lake Indian Reservation
Martha C. Knack and 
Omer C. Stewart
paper, 978-0-87417-334-5
$19.95x

Cave Rock: Climbers, Courts, 
and a Washoe Indian Sacred 
Place
Matthew S. Makley and 
Michael J. Makley
paper, 978-0-87417-827-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-848-7
$24.95

Ceremonies of the Damned: 
Poems
Adrian C. Louis
paper, 978-0-87417-302-4
$15.00

Corbett Mack: 
The Life of a Northern Paiute
Michael Hittman
paper, 978-0-87417-915-6
e-book, 978-0-87417-916-3
$27.95

Great Basin Indians: 
An Encyclopedic History
Michael Hittman
cloth, 978-0-87417-909-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-910-1
$65.00s

Great Basin Rock Art: 
Archaeological Perspectives
Edited by Angus R. Quinlan
cloth, 978-0-87417-696-4
$39.95s

Life Among the Piutes: 
Their Wrongs and Claims
Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins
paper, 978-0-87417-252-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-398-7
$15.95

cave rock
CLIMBERS, COURTS, AND A WASHOE INDIAN SACRED PLACE

Matthew S. Makley and Michael J. Makley

MICHAEL HITTMAN

GREAT BASIN 

INDIANS
AN ENCYCLOPEDIC 

HISTORY
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basque studies  / 	
international 
studies

Amerikanuak: 
Basques in the New World
William A. Douglass and Jon 
Bilbao
paper, 978-0-87417-625-4
$29.95x

Aurrera! A Textbook for 
Studying Basque, Volume 1
Linda White
cloth, 978-0-87417-726-8
$65.00s

Aurrera! A Textbook for 
Studying Basque, Volume 2
Linda White
cloth, 978-0-87417-784-8
$60.00s

Back to Bizkaia: 
A Basque-American Memoir
Vince J. Juaristi
paper, 978-0-87417-859-3
e-book, 978-0-87417-865-4
$21.95

Basque-English Dictionary
Gorka Aulestia
cloth, 978-0-87417-126-6
$50.00

Basque-English English-
Basque Dictionary
Gorka Aulestia and Linda White
paper, 978-0-87417-178-5
$24.95

The Basque Language: 
A Practical Introduction
Alan R. King
paper, 978-0-87417-895-1
$39.95

The Basques, the Catalans, 
and Spain: Alternative Routes 
to Nationalist Mobilisation
Daniele Conversi
paper, 978-0-87417-362-8
$21.95

Basques in the Philippines
Marciano R. de Borja
paper, 978-0-87417-883-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-891-3
$29.95

Chorizos in an Iron Skillet: 
Memories and Recipes from an 
American Basque Daughter
Mary Ancho Davis
paper, 978-0-87417-445-8
$21.95

Diasporas in the New Media 
Age: Identity, Politics, and 
Community
Edited by Andoni Alonso and 
Pedro J. Oiarzabal
paper, 978-0-87417-815-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-816-6
$44.95s

An Enduring Legacy: 
The Story of Basques in Idaho
John Bieter and Mark Bieter
paper, 978-0-87417-568-4
$17.95

English-Basque Dictionary
Gorka Aulestia and Linda White
cloth, 978-0-87417-156-3
$45.00

Juan Bautista de Anza: Basque 
Explorer in the New World, 
1693–1740
Donald T. Garate
paper, 978-0-87417-626-1
$24.95

The Land of My Fathers: A Son 
Returns to the Basque Country
Robert Laxalt
cloth, 978-0-87417-338-3
e-book, 978-0-87417-395-6
$21.00

National Identity
Anthony D. Smith
paper, 978-0-87417-204-1
$18.95x

Politics, Culture, and 
Sociability in the Basque 
Nationalist Party
Roland Vazquez
cloth, 978-0-87417-822-7
$39.95s

Reclaiming Basque: Language, 
Nation, and Cultural Activism
Jacqueline Urla
cloth, 978-0-87417-875-3
$45.00s
e-book, 978-0-87417-880-7

Speaking Through the Aspens: 
Basque Tree Carvings in 
California and Nevada
J. Mallea-Olaetxe
paper, 978-0-87417-762-6
$29.95

THE BASQUE
LANGUAGE
A Practical Introduction 

ALAN R. KING
        .                        

Amerikanuak
                        
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The Rise of the Biggest Little 
City: An Encyclopedic History 
of Reno Gaming, 1931–1981
Dwayne Kling
paper, 978-0-87417-829-6
$29.95

public  health

Alzheimer’s and Dementia: 
A Practical and Legal Guide 
for Nevada Caregivers
Kim Boyer and Mary Shapiro
paper, 978-0-87417-858-6
e-book, 978-0-87417-863-0
$21.95

Cries of Crisis: Rethinking the 
Health Care Debate
Robert B. Hackey
cloth, 978-0-87417-889-0
e-book, 978-0-87417-890-6
$34.95s

The Essential Eldercare 
Handbook for Nevada
Kim Boyer and Mary Shapiro
paper, 978-0-08741-941-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-942-2
$21.95

War, Judgment, and Memory 
in the Basque Borderlands, 
1914–1945
Sandra Ott
cloth, 978-0-87417-738-1
$39.95s

gambling and 
gaming studies

Casino Accounting and
Financial Management, 
Second Edition
E. Malcolm Greenlees
cloth, 978-0-87417-767-1
e-book, 978-0-87417-777-0
$60.00s

Cutting the Wire: Gaming 
Prohibition and the Internet
David G. Schwartz
paper, 978-0-87417-620-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-653-7
$24.95

Dummy Up and Deal: Inside 
the Culture of Casino Dealing
H. Lee Barnes
paper, 978-0-87417-622-3
e-book, 978-0-87417-550-9
$18.95

Gambling, Space, and Time: 
Shifting Boundaries and 
Cultures
Edited by Pauliina Raento and 
David G. Schwartz
cloth, 978-0-87417-853-1
e-book, 978-0-87417-867-8
$39.95s

License to Steal: Nevada’s 
Gaming Control System in the 
Megaresort Age
Jeff Burbank
cloth, 978-0-87417-339-0, 
$29.95
paper, 978-0-87417-624-7
e-book, 978-0-87417-472-4
$21.95

The New Politics of Indian 
Gaming: The Rise of 
Reservation Interest Groups
Edited by Kenneth N. Hansen 
and Tracy A. Skopek
cloth, 978-0-87417-842-5
$49.95s

The Players: The Men Who 
Made Las Vegas
Edited by Jack Sheehan
paper, 978-0-87417-306-2
$18.95
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Obesity Surgery: 
Stories of Altered Lives
Marta Meana and 
Lindsey Ricciardi
cloth, 978-0-87417-739-8, 
$49.95
paper, 978-0-87417-740-4
e-book, 978-0-87417-741-1
$18.95

american studies

Atomic Comics: Cartoonists 
Confront the Nuclear World
Ferenc Morton Szasz
cloth, 978-0-87417-874-6, 
$34.95s
paper, 978-0-87417-918-7
e-book, 978-087417-879-1
$19.95

Bombs in the Backyard: Atomic 
Testing and American Politics, 
Second Edition
A. Costandina Titus
paper, 978-0-87417-370-3
$21.95

Kim Boyer, JD
a n d

Mary Shapiro, MSG, CMC

     
Eldercare
Handbook

for Nevada
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“Bombs in the Backyard is a valuable addition to historical 
literature on the atomic age, providing scholars with a well-
documented, comprehensive history of U.S. atomic testing 
and the political and health issues which have emerged as a 
result.”
—Journal of the Southwest

“Titus tells this painful story [of downwinders] with marvelous 
balance. She threads her way easily through the labyrinths of 
both the federal bureaucracy and the American legal system, 
and her explanations are models of lucidity.”
—Nevada Historical Society Quarterly

P O L I T I C A L  S C I E N C E

On January 27, 1951, the first atomic weapon was detonated over 

a section of desert known as Frenchman Flat in Southern Nevada, 

providing dramatic evidence of the Nevada Test Site’s beginnings. 

Fifty years later, author A. Costandina Titus reviews contemporary 

nuclear policy issues concerning the continued viability of that 

site for weapons testing. Titus has updated her now-classic study 

of atomic testing with fifteen years of political and cultural his-

tory—from the mid-1980s Reagan-Gorbachev nuclear standoff to 

the authorization of the Nevada Test Site Research Center.

In the second edition of Bombs in the Backyard, Titus deftly  

covers the post–Cold War transformation of American atomic  

policy as well as our overarching cultural interest in all matters 

atomic, making this a must-read for anyone interested in atomic 

policy and politics.  
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foreword by rollan melton

THE RISE OF THE
BIGGEST LITTLE CITY
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Embattled Memories: 
Contested Meanings in 
Korean War Memorials
Suhi Choi
cloth, 978-0-87417-936-1
e-book, 978-0-87417-937-8
$34.95s

Everyday Las Vegas: 
Local Life in a Tourist Town
Rex J. Rowley
paper, 978-0-97417-945-3
e-book, 978-0-87417-906-4
$24.95

Homeless in Las Vegas: 
Stories from the Street
Kurt Borchard
paper, 978-0-87417-837-1
$24.95

In the Desert of Desire: 
Las Vegas and the Culture 
of Spectacle
William L. Fox
cloth, 978-0-87417-563-9, 
$24.95
paper, 978-0-87417-727-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-652-0
$18.95

Witnesses to the Struggle: 
Imaging the 1930s California 
Labor Movement
Anne Loftis
paper, 978-0-87417-450-2
$24.95

The Word on the Street: 
Homeless Men in Las Vegas
Kurt Borchard
cloth, 978-0-87417-607-0
$34.95s
paper, 978-0-87417-723-7
$21.95

Wrangling Women: Humor and 
Gender in the American West
Kristin M. McAndrews
paper, 978-0-87417-758-9
21.95x

fiction

The Basque Hotel
Robert Laxalt
paper, 978-0-87417-216-4
$18.00

Call It a Gift
Valerie Hobbs
paper, 978-0-87417-612-4
$18.00

Cold Deck
H. Lee Barnes
cloth, 978-0-87417-884-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-888-3
$26.95

Cross over Water
Richard Yañez
paper, 978-0-87417-838-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-840-1
$22.00

A Cup of Tea in Pamplona
Robert Laxalt
paper, 978-0-87417-192-1, $18.00

Dead Neon: Tales of 
Near-Future Las Vegas
Edited by Todd James Pierce 
and Jarret Keene
paper, 978-0-87417-828-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-835-7
$20.00

Dust Devils
Robert Laxalt
paper, 978-0-87417-300-0
$16.00

El Paso del Norte: 
Stories on the Border
Richard Yañez
paper, 978-0-87417-533-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-904-0
$16.00

The Garden of the World
Lawrence Coates
paper, 978-0-87417-870-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-877-7
$22.00

Going Through Ghosts
Mary Sojourner
paper, 978-0-87417-809-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-810-4
$25.00

The Good Oak
Martin Etchart
paper, 978-0-87417-602-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-897-5
$18.00

Gunning for Ho: 
Vietnam Stories
H. Lee Barnes
paper, 978-0-87417-346-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-901-9
$15.00

Contested Meanings
in Korean War Memorials

EMBATTLED
MEMORIES

SUHI CHOI
c r o s s 

o v e r 

w a t e r

r i c h a r d

y a ñ e z

a novel

H .  Le e  Bar n e s

c o l d 

d e c k

a 
nov e l

r o b e r t 
l a x a l t

A Cup of Tea in Pamplona

E V E R Y D A Y
Las Vegas

Rex J. 
Rowley
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Carol and John Steinbeck: 
Portrait of a Marriage
Susan Shillinglaw
cloth, 978-0-87417-930-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-931-6
$34.95

Chicana Ways: Conversations 
with Ten Chicana Writers
Karin Rosa Ikas
paper, 978-0-87417-493-9
$19.95

Down by the Lemonade 
Springs: Essays on Wallace 
Stegner
Jackson J. Benson
paper, 978-0-87417-446-5
$24.95

The Flock
Mary Austin
paper, 978-0-87417-355-0
$19.95

Flying over Sonny Liston: 
Poems
Gary Short
paper, 978-0-87417-285-0
$14.00

In the Shadow of the Strip: 
Las Vegas Stories
Edited by Richard Logsdon, Todd 
Moffett, and Tina D. Eliopulos
paper, 978-0-87417-549-3
$16.00

The Last Shepherd
Martin Etchart
paper, 978-0-87417-886-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-887-6
$22.00

Liberty Lanes
Robin Troy
paper, 978-0-87417-857-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-869-2
$22.00

Little Lost River
Pamela Johnston
cloth, 978-0-87417-744-2
$25.00

The Lucky
H. Lee Barnes
paper, 978-0-87417-539-4
e-book, 978-0-87417-900-2
$22.00

The Master of Monterey
Lawrence Coates
paper, 978-0-87417-529-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-902-6
$20.00

The Mechanics of Falling, 
and Other Stories
Catherine Brady
cloth, 978-0-87417-763-3
e-book, 978-0-87417-775-6
$25.00

Minimal Damage: 
Stories of Veterans
H. Lee Barnes
cloth, 978-0-87417-721-3
$24.95
paper, 978-0-87417-911-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-729-9
$19.00

Small Rocks Rising
Susan Lang
paper, 978-0-87417-504-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-793-0
$18.00

Sunland
Don Waters
cloth, 978-0-87417-921-7
e-book, 978-0-87417-922-4
$25.95

That Constant Coyote: 
California Stories
Gerald W. Haslam
cloth, 978-0-87417-160-0
$22.00
paper, 978-0-87417-161-7
$19.00

l iterature

The Basket Woman: 
A Book of Indian Tales
Mary Austin
paper, 978-0-87417-336-9
$17.00

Bonelight: Ruin and Grace in 
the New Southwest
Mary Sojourner
paper, 978-0-87417-584-4
$12.95

Cactus Thorn
Mary Austin
paper, 978-0-87417-253-9
$18.00
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THE ROAR AND THE SILENCE
RONALD  M.  JAMES

   A  H I S T O R Y  O F  V I R G I N I A  C I T Y  A N D  T H E  C O M S T O C K  L O D E THE ROAR AND THE SILENCE

J AMES

NEVADA

9 0 0 0 0

9 780874 173208

ISBN 978-0-87417-320-8

Nevada’s Comstock Mining District has been the focus of legend 
  since it first burst into international prominence in the late  

1850s, and its principal settlement, Virginia City, endures in the popular 
mind as the West’s quintessential mining camp. The Roar and the Silence 
chronicles the area’s history from its earliest days through the early 
twentieth century, when the lode finally gave out, and up to the present, 
when Virginia City and its environs have found new life as a tourist at-
traction and a community of artists. James’s lively, thoughtful text brings 
the Comstock to life again in all its complexity and boom-and-bust 
excitement. 

praise for The Roar and the Silence

“The definitive volume on the history of the district which briefly made  
Nevada the mining capital of the world.”        —Mining History Journal

“The Roar and the Silence is a superior work, and it is in many ways a 
model for the comprehensive examination of a mining community.”

—Annals of Wyoming: The Wyoming History Journal

ronald m. james is Nevada’s state historic preservation officer. He 
is the co-author of Nevada’s Historic Buildings: A Cultural Legacy and co-
editor of Uncovering Nevada’s Past: A Primary Source History of the Silver 
State (both from University of Nevada Press), among others.

University of Nevada Press

Cover illustration: Sectional views of the Belcher Mine 
(Nevada Historical Society).

w e s t e r n  h i s t o r y

JAMES W. HULSE

Nevada’s Heritage Reinterpreted 

THE SILVER STATE
Third Edition
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Nevada has changed dramatically over the past quarter century, and in this third 

edi tion of The Silver State, renowned historian James W. Hulse recounts the major 

events—historical, political, and social—that have shaped our state. Hulse’s cohesive 

and readable approach off ers students and general readers an accessible account of 

Ne va da’s colorful history.

 The new edition highlights the social and political changes that have occurred since 

the original publication of The Silver State in 1991. Hulse discusses the impact of a 

grow ing population; changes in the economy and educational system; the expanding 

roles of women; recent developments in state politics, including the 2003 legislative 

session; the infl uence of Nevada’s growing ethnic population and increasingly diver-

gent demographic groups; and the impact of federal policies, including President 

George W. Bush’s 2002 decision to authorize the opening of a nuclear-waste depos-

itory at Yucca Mountain. In addition, all the recommended reading lists have been 

updated.

 The Silver State explores many dimensions of the Nevada experience and its 

peo ples—from the prehistoric Anasazi Indians to the creators of extravagant casinos 

on the Las Vegas Strip; from dust-stained Comstock miners to the state’s contem-

porary and very cosmopolitan Sunbelt population. This book will inspire read ers to 

take an oth er look at the rich cultural heritage and eventful history of Ne va da, the

Silver State.

A native of Pioche, Nevada, james w. hulse  is professor emeritus of history at the 

University of Nevada, Reno. He is the author of ten books, including Forty Years in the 

Wilderness: Impressions of Nevada, 1940–1980 and The Nevada Adventure: A History, 

both published by the University of Nevada Press.

h i s t o r y

cover art: Maynard Dixon, Alder Creek Ranch, Humboldt County,  
1927. Courtesy Special Collections Department, University Library, 
University of Nevada, Reno

university of nevada press
Reno, Nevada 89557–0076 / www.nvbooks.nevada.edu
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The Bodie Mining District was established in 1860 after the discovery of  gold 

deposits in the area. The boom ended just twenty years later, and the town 

began its long, slow decline, surviving into the twentieth century as a village 

supported by a few small but steady mines. Mining ended with World War II, 

and what remained of  the town became a state park in 1964.

 In Bodie’s Gold, author Marguerite Sprague uses a wide range of  original 

sources to recount Bodie’s colorful history: its mines and miners; demimonde 

of  saloons and brothels; schools, churches, and other institutions of  settled life; 

residents of  many origins, including Native Americans and Chinese; women in 

the town’s social life and economy; and the pattern of  its decline. The story is 

lavishly illustrated with period photographs and enlivened with the reminis-

cences of  former residents and extracts from newspapers of  the period. Bodie’s 

Gold is a vivid account of  the life that once throbbed behind the now-closed 

doors and empty streets of  California’s official Gold Rush ghost town. 

A visit to photograph a familial homestead in Bodie sparked this project for 

author Marguerite Sprague. A native Californian, Sprague worked 

as a technical and marketing writer after graduating from the University of  

California at Santa Cruz. She currently lives in Northern California.

univers ity  of  nevada  press

western history / mining
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Genesis, Structure, and 
Meaning in Gary Snyder’s 
Mountains and Rivers 
Without End
Anthony Hunt
cloth, 978-0-87417-545-5
$39.95

The House on Breakaheart 
Road: Poems
Gailmarie Pahmeier
paper, 978-0-87417-313-0
$12.00

How I Got Cultured: 
A Nevada Memoir
Phyllis Barber
paper, 978-0-87417-233-1
$14.95

Imagining Los Angeles:
A City in Fiction
David Fine
paper, 978-0-87417-603-2
$18.95

Literary Nevada: 
Writings from the Silver State
Edited by Cheryll Glotfelty
cloth, 978-0-87417-755-8
$60.00
paper, 978-0-87417-759-6
$29.95

Looking for Steinbeck’s Ghost
Jackson J. Benson
paper, 978-0-87417-497-7
$21.95

Many Californias: 
Literature from the Golden 
State, Second Edition
Gerald W. Haslam
paper, 978-0-87417-325-3
$21.95x

The Other California: 
The Great Central Valley 
in Life and Letters
Gerald Haslam
paper, 978-0-87417-225-6
$15.95

The Ox-Bow Man: A Biography 
of Walter Van Tilburg Clark
Jackson J. Benson
paper, 978-0-87417-691-9
$21.95

Raw Edges: A Memoir
Phyllis Barber
paper, 978-0-87417-881-4
e-book, 978-0-87417-808-1
$21.95

Stegner: Conversations on 
History and Literature
Wallace Stegner and Richard W. 
Etulain
paper, 978-0-87417-274-4
e-book, 978-0-87417-899-9
$21.95

Sweet Promised Land, 
Fiftieth Anniversary Edition
Robert Laxalt
paper, 978-0-87417-706-0
e-book, 978-0-87417-719-0
$18.00

10 Moons and 13 Horses: 
Poems
Gary Short
paper, 978-0-87417-583-7
$14.00

Track of the Cat
Walter Van Tilburg Clark
paper, 978-0-87417-230-0
$25.00

The Trail Book
Mary Austin
paper, 978-0-87417-588-2
$19.00

The Watchful Gods and 
Other Stories
Walter Van Tilburg Clark
paper, 978-0-87417-601-8
$19.00
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Between Grass and Sky: 
Where I Live and Work
Linda M. Hasselstrom
cloth, 978-0-87417-522-6
$24.95
paper, 978-0-87417-627-8
$18.95

Contact: Mountain Climbing 
and Environmental Thinking
Edited by Jeffrey Mathes 
McCarthy
paper, 978-0-87417-746-6
$24.95

Drift Smoke: Loss and Renewal 
in a Land of Fire
David J. Strohmaier
paper, 978-0-87417-780-0
$21.95
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Teaching About Place: 
Learning from the Land
Edited by Laird Christensen and 
Hal Crimmel
paper, 978-0-87417-732-9
$24.95x

The Void, the Grid, and the 
Sign: Traversing the Great 
Basin
William L. Fox
paper, 978-0-87417-618-6
$18.95

Where the Wild Books Are: 
-A Field Guide to Ecofiction
Jim Dwyer
paper, 978-0-87417-811-1
e-book, 978-0-87417-812-8
$29.95

The Family Ranch: 
Land, Children, and Tradition
in the American West
Linda Hussa
Photographs by Madeleine 
Graham Blake
paper, 978-0-87417-819-7
$18.95

Friendly Fallout, 1953
Ann Ronald
paper, 978-0-87417-860-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-832-6
$21.95

Gardeners of Eden: 
Rediscovering Our Importance 
to Nature
Dan Dagget
paper, 978-0-9666229-1-1
$24.95

Going Away to Think: 
Engagement, Retreat, 
and Ecocritical Responsibility
Scott Slovic
paper, 978-0-87417-756-5
$24.95

Let There Be Night: 
Testimony on Behalf 
of the Dark
Edited by Paul Bogard
paper, 978-0-87417-328-4
$21.95

No Place Like Home: 
Notes from a Western Life
Linda M. Hasselstrom
paper, 978-0-87417-831-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-805-0
$18.95

Playa Works: 
The Myth of the Empty
William L. Fox
cloth, 978-0-87417-523-3
$24.95

Reading the Trail: Exploring 
the Literature and Natural 
History of the California Crest
Corey Lee Lewis
paper, 978-0-87417-606-3
$24.95
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The Wild and the Domestic:
Animal Representation, 
Ecocriticism, and Western 
American Literature
Barney Nelson
paper, 978-0-87417-347-5
$21.95

Wolves and the Wolf Myth 
in American Literature
S. K. Robisch
cloth, 978-0-87417-772-5
$49.95s
paper, 978-0-87417-773-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-774-9
$29.95
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